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desire the maintenance of the Union, in order to
remain, as it now is, the connecting link between that
vast body and the other parts of the world.
^v The temporal interests of all the several parts of the
Union are, then, intimately connected ; and the same
assertion holds true respecting those opinions and
sentiments which may be termed the immaterial
interests of men.
The inhabitants of the United States talk a great
deal of their attachment to their country- ; but I
confess that I do not rely upon that calculating
patriotism which is founded upon interest, and which
a change in the interests at stake may obliterate.
Nor do I attach much importance to the language
of the Americans, when they manifest, in their
daily conversation, the intention of maintaining the
Federal system adopted by their forefathers. A
government retains its sway over a great number of
citizens, far less by the voluntary and rational consent
wf the multitude, than by that instinctive, and to a
certain extent involuntary agreement, which results
from similarity* of feelings and resemblances of
opinion. I will never admit that men constitute a
social body, simply because they obey the same head
and the same laws. Society can only exist when a
great number of men consider a great number of
things in the same point of view ; when they hold
the same opinions upon many subjects, and when
the same occurrences suggest the same thoughts and
impressions to their minds.
The observer who examines the present condition
of the United States upon this principle, will readily
d^cover that, although the citizens are divided into
twenty-four distinct sovereignties, they nevertheless
constitute a single people ; and he may perhaps be
led to think that the state of the Anglo-American